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NZ School
Starter Pack

Everything you need before your child's first day at a New

Zealand school.
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Before you start
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TERMS / YEAR STARTING AGE ESOL SUPPORT ADDRESS = SCHOOL

° Your address decides your school

Every public school has a geographic "home zone." Inside = guaranteed entry. Outside = ballot with no guarantee.
Popular schools are increasingly turning away out-of-zone students due to roll limits — check the school zone
before signing any rental agreement. Prepare your tenancy contract + electricity / internet / water bills your name.

[m |

ro
prd
(e]

O

(0]

|
=

LAl

tol
(o]

|, s Hho|H FAe S lsto| AMELICE Q7 |SuER Y EMZE £ R Wx| ghe FAIL,
|of 2

s | Mo
HER 5HE 9 R EAME EHIsHA 2.

rio Jo
A Hr
ok
n°
[uit!
i
©
&2
wa
HE
fol
>
0%
lo
lo
2
&
ro
Al
b
> 1
H

b

oo ok
[aliie
ok [

N
el

¢ Find zones: education.govt.nz - "Find a school" or nzschools.tki.org.nz

a School starts in early February
4 terms: Feb—Apr, May—-Jul, Jul-Sep, Oct—Dec. Not March, not September. Mid-year arrivals start immediately — no

waiting. Term dates change yearly. Check on the school website.
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e Kids start after their 5th birthday

Children start school after their 5th birthday. Enrolment opens the year before, and entry into Year 0 or Year 1 depends
on their birthday. Schools arrange individual or cohort start dates, with 2—3 orientation visits beforehand.
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° English support (ESOL) is free
ESOL support is government-funded and free. It usually begins within 1-2 weeks of the term start, with session frequency
set based on your child's level. As English improves, sessions gradually reduce. ESOL supplies are prepared separately.
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Enrolment checklist
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DOCUMENTS - M2

D Child's birth certificate (full, showing parents' names)
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D Child's passport + parents' passports
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Visa / residency document (if not NZ/AU citizen)
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Proof of address — at least 2 of: electricity bill, internet bill, tenancy agreement
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Immunisation certificate (Well Child Tamariki Ora book or GP letter)
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Previous school reports — translated if needed
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[JReal tip: Many schools accept originals + informal translation first, then ask for certified translation later. Bring what you have.
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UNIFORM - W &8 (PRIMARY YEAR 1-6)

Polo shirt x2 $40-50 each

Shorts or skort $40-55

Fleece / softshell jacket $50-70

School hat — Term 1 & 4 mandatory $15-20
Sports uniforms $65-70

Black school shoes $80-170

[J"No hat, no play." In Terms 1 & 4, no hat = shade only. No playground, no field. Lable your contact with the child's name.
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Save 50-70%: Second-hand from school office or PTA. Facebook: "[School Name] Second Hand Uniforms"
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SUPPLIES & APPS - FEHE & ¢

Stationery pack (school sells pre-made) $80-120
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School bag + lunch box + water bottle — label everything
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Sunscreen SPF50+, pocket wipes (optional)
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Seesaw or Hero app
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Kindo — school payments + lunch orders
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First week survival

5 7= AMetold ol =

( (
: Before day 1 Day 1 morning
Visit school with your child and walk the route. Find classroom, Arrive 10-15 mins early to the office. Children need to wear the
playground, office, toilets. uniforms and school hat, bring lunch, water and school bag.
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@ Pick-up rules ¢ Communication
Know exact point & time. Different person picking up Year 0/1? Teachers use Seesaw or email — teachers will let you know
Notify in advance. Follow the school policy. on the teacher-parent meet up at the beginning of the year.
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NZ schools have NO cafeterias or microwave. Lunch order's available until school starts. Packed lunch eaten OUTSIDE,
so better to keep it compact. No food sharing (allergy policy) — teachers let you know which foods are banned at the beginning.
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ESOL: Arranged by the school based on your child's English level — no application or cost required.
It typically starts within the first 1-2 weeks, with session frequency adjusted as their English improves.
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Term 1 bUdget (2026 Auckland Primary)
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Item New Save money

Uniform (full set) $350-400 Second-hand: $40-120
School shoes $80-200 Warehouse / Number One sale
Stationery + bag + lunch gear $150-250 Kmart $60-100 total
Chromebook (Seniors, some schools) $300-500 School lease programmes

School donation (voluntary)
Camp/Trips (if applicable)
Total (new everything)

Kmart + The Warehouse = your best friends. Most non-logo

$300-500/yr

$300-500/yr

Cannot be enforced by law

Payment plans available

$1,480-2,350

uniform items can be bought cheaply at Kmart.

Shoes and socks wear out fast — go durable from a sports brand, or replace cheap Kmart ones regularly.
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School donations are legally voluntary — no pressure to pay.
Activity fees for trips and camps are compulsory, but re-notified closer to the event, so no need to pay upfront.
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Want more guides like this?

MHJ — a family journal from Mairangi Bay, Auckland. Weekly stories, school tips, and local guides for immigrant families.

www.mhj.nz - @mhj_nz - Mairangi Notes (free weekly newsletter)

IMHJ — NZ School Starter Pack

Less screen, mc




